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BY M*. HUGH CLARK; 
SOMETIME BEFORE HIS DE A TH = e 

* 6 

Wurch was on THE x5th DAY OF ra zuAnt, $24 


AND OF HIS 40 THE knobs YEAR. 


A NEW EDIT. 


Heb, xi. 4. And by it, be beins dead, yet ſpeaketh— 2 


= 
" 
Py 
„ 4 * 
1 4 
ww * 
SS =» ol , - 
- 
ad * 
1 
*a C 
* i | 
+» * 9 
0% 1s 
4 8 : 
4 ö 
+ ® 
. — 


- 


EDINBURG: 05 


—_— „ 


3 
. 


| M DCC LXXX. ' SED [ ye: 14 24 I : 
[ Price e vac, wy | "8 


* 
2 1 - 
1 — 8 OR 4. . - ? 


Ltd. ad. Dae 


lt. 
9 * 
** — — — 


% 
* 
4 
* FRY 
— 


«0-1 


TO THE 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


ct; ach 

Wu E Books valuable only on account f 

their prolixity er bulk, the few following 

Pages, preſented to the candid Public, could 

claim but little attention, and merit as ſmall * 

eſteem. The reaſon of this New Edition is 

not ſo much from a ſcarcity of poetical com- 
poſitions, as the evident ſuperiority of this, 
now put into your hands, to many others. 
Although the laſt and this preſent Century have 
been, in a peculiar degree, famous for the 
great number of men that have laid claim to 
the friendſhip of the Muſes,—and although, 
conſequently, the pull} os as well as ſub- 

* | * jets of this kind are immeiſe ; yet ſurely 
there can be no plainex demonſtration of the 
depravity and venalitꝭ of the age, than that 
many of theſe have bgen honoured with the 

LAUREL, while, at th&\ſame time, they me- 
rited the juſteſt contemph, It muſt be o ed, 
indeed, that ſome of thoſè authors were men 


* 


of great learning, penetration, and abilities; 


"= GOD, und the {ub] 
I 108, themes not unworthy thair atten, 
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ut then what uſe did they make of ſuch. : 


invaluable talencs ! Every man, that can allow 


himſelf to think impartially, will anſwer - 


Only to corrupt the morals of their country- 
men Such performances, inſtead of con- 


tributing any thing in order to exhibit the 


ſapreme” excellence of divine objects, or 


tending, in the ſmalleſt degree, to promote 


the good of mankind in any point of view, 


are they not evidently calculated as an in- 


ducement to every immorality? Are not 


the inſtances numerous of ſuch who aſcribe 


their being ſeduced to vicious habits, and 

almoſt every virtuous feeling ſtifled in their 

mils, alone to the peruſal of ſuch obſcene 
try? 

But asI apprehend it will be to little pur- 
rb! for me tb uſe arguments in order to 
convince. the yotaries of vick of what, to 

every well-thinking perſon, is already too 
evi nſequences that muſt 
m the peruſal of ſuch 
to obſerve that we are 
riters en this ſubject, though 
weſt number, whoſe, labours, 
encouraged as being an honour 
to them as men, as briſtians, and to, their 
| country; that think the creative . Payer of 
e myſteries of, REVE 


of neceſſity flow; 
Authors ;—I bes 
fav -oured with 


Hon, In this number I peine the late 
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T 
excellent ànd pious Author of the following EY 
mall Treatiſe will be allowed a place, by ©. 
every one that may, though but with tmall ©. 
attention, peruſe it. Is it poſſible any tubje& ©: 
can be more ſublime; more noble, more full © 
of comfort, than what is liere inſiſted on 
Surely it is of the greateſt A e and 
univerſally concerns mankinßg. 
cannot avoid taking notice here, of thi 2 
unfriendly part many parents act with regard 
to the education and inſtruction of their 
ä children: if they underſtand Jetters at al., 
iſome ſong or ballad, &c. is, without delay; Ef 
put into their hands, by means of which their 7 
infant-minds are vitiated, in a manner, from 
the very firſt DAN] N of ACTION : and as ſuch © 
| early impreſſions are commonly laſting, is too 
often the cauſe of their future diſſolute con- 
| duct through life, and too apparently of their 
everlaſting ſhame and ruin! Would it not 
be equally conducive to their progreſs through 
learning, and a more proper method for in- 
ſtilling the principles of RELIGION and vir- 
tue into their minds, to make them acquaint 
with the Sacred Writings,—-or even rezding 
frequently a part of this inſtructive FOEM, 
&c.—more eſpecially as ſuch a practice often 
meets with deſerved ſucceſs ! — 
It remains now only to ſay, I have bee at > 
conſiderable trouble with regard to the notes; <7 


Rach, in the laſt edition, were ext eme 5 
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confuſed, and thrown on the mige without 
any dire&iou from the text, or diſtinction 
made betwixt chapter and verſe. Each page 


contains at bottom all the different quotations 
that belong thereto, together with proper 
references inſerted from () forward through 
the Alphabet; many typographical errors are 
corrected; and that it may ſtill be rendered 
inſtrumental, by the bleſſing of GOD, for 
your REAL good and comfort, is the ſincere 
with oh,» | 


keene, CnIAISTIAN READER, 
IX 29. | | 
1779. 5 
T : Your very humble Servant, 
"4 J. M. 
10 


re 


fn 


TAN 


HUMBLE ESSAY 


nl vPoN x" wu OO | 2 
f LOVE OF CHRIST, - 
0 IN REDEEMING 
ELECT-SINNERS. 
r C : # 
2 ROSS'D in a meaner Theme, I mind to n 


What ſweeter charms are in ENI RIC LOVE ; 

And to employ my heart and hand to ſing 

And write the love of my dear LORD and KING, 

Who came from heav'n to earth to ſeek and ſave 8 

So wretched, worthleſs, and ſo vile a Slave (a) * 
O may his ſacred Spirit gaide my hand, 

Enlarge my heart his love to underſtand; 

Raiſe my dull fancy, and my ſoul enflame, | 

And cauſe that what I write, I love the ſame. © 32 

I. Before all time, while yet heav'n's glorious ball 

Did not encloſe this globe terreſtrial,— _ 

Ere Man was form'd, the LORD's all-piercing wings 

Who views all things from all eternity, / 

Perceiv'd how Man by fin would foully fall (95 te A 

And unto death ſubje& his children all. > 612) 6/352 

He ſaw wretch'd ſelf-deſtroying mankind ly ' 1 2 


| 


Plung'd in the deep abyſs of Miſery, /,, 
Like to an infant, helpleſs and forlorn, 4 
Caſt out in open field when newly born 2 

(s) Luke Ain. 10. (b) Att xv. 18. \ ; 


— [7:87 


_ Whom no eye pity'd, wallowing in blood 1002 
= Juſt ready to be ſwalttow'd by the flood * 3 B 
©  Ofdreadful vengeance, and deyouring wrath, T 
Ad overwhelmed in eternal death. T 
| * Thos mankind lay with neck upon the block, 23 A 
8 Fi Juſtice about to pive the fatal ſtroke ! | | D 
| br The Law demands that guilty rebels die (d); | 1 
© _ Nought but the Sinner's death can ſatisfy WY P! 
| Offended Juftice, now to give the blow, b f T 
2 And ſend the Sinner to the pit below. 30 M 
| All hope ſeemsloſt; till boundleſs Love and UNS * A 
Step in, in favour of the guilty race: 87 
Electing Love, not ty'd unto the lass P. 
| Of creatures acting: Love, whoſe only cauſfe 1 
Lay in JLHOVAH's ſov'reign will (e) and Fes 35 G1 
2, Not in the merit of the Elect race (). Si 
Well then, ſhall guilty ſouls from death be freed? : N 
But how ſhall; Juſtice then befatisfy*d ?: | * 
How ſhall the LORD! his Tigliteouſneſs deelare, T 
I rebels from juſt vengeance ſaved are 40 ff y 
What can atone for thoſe who wilfully A T 
Have trampled on their-LORD's . | an T 
Can“ hecatombs of bulls, thouſands of rams! | I 
Can blood of fatted calves, or tender lambs?” | 7T 
No, Man hath ſinn'd (g), and therefore Man ar die: A 
No leſs can Truth and Juſtice latisfy.' (© 46 7 
Then mebkind's hopes are loſt for ay——But lo! 7 

CHRIS T's matchleſs: lors and grace nad the ad ; 
"© Ezek. xvi. 3 * pfal. 1. gh and li. 16. 4 
(4) Ezek. viii. 20, Micah vi. 414 8. Ezek. 6 
ſe) Matth. xi. 36, l n xviii. 20. Nom. M- 23 ) (/ 


2 0 Rom: is I 5; 16.” 


1 9 1 | 
Stays the avenging ſword in Jultice's hand.. 
Says to the Law I'll anſwer thy demand.” 30 
Beſpeaks the FAT HEX“ Since it muſt be ſo, 
That nothing but the Sinner's death can do F Af 
To clear thy Truth and Juſtice ; lo! I come ON | 
A ſacrifice in the poor Sinner's room. 1 
Deliver theſe in chains of Juſtice bound; | ers + ok $ LS 
I have for my EleR a rauſom found. * 
ll be their Surety (1): I will part with breath 
To ranſom them from thy avenging wrath. + 
My GOD, I take delight to do thy r (9; . 
And all thy holy precepts to fulfill. * Go 
Since thy juſt will requires that rebels ate, | 
Ill bear their ſins; lay all their erimes on me. 
Lo! all the blood within theſe ſacred veins, 25 
Shall not be grudg'd to waſh their guilty Rains, 4 
Since thou a body haſt for me prepar'd (9, 65 
No toil, no grief, no labour; ſhall be ſpar e. 
Tho” I be free, tho' it no robb'ry be 1 | 
To count myſelf an Equal () unto the: > a 4 
Yet for their ſakes a ſervant's form I'll take, | 
That I may them free men for ever make. 70 | 
Tho' I be rich, fer them I poor will be 69 4 | 
That they for ever may be rich in me, | | 
Tho' I be GOD, I will a man become; 


Aſſuming fleſh-(s) iti a mean virgin's womb. {139621 : 
Tho! free from ſin; Lell ſin for them be made, os 
That with GOD's nghteeufneſs they may be clad + 1. 
©) gel. al. 6, fe Fön. f. & % 
A) Job xxxi . (3) 2 Cor. vill. 9. 

II Pſal. xl. 3 e Jehn i. 14 Iſa. vii. 14% 


(/) Heb, x. ea” : 2 Cor, ak. 1 


W 


— 10 0 
Tho' I be Sov'reign, IU myſelf ſubject: 


. The law ſhall be a rule me to direct: 50 1 5 
Tho' I'm. LORD PARAMOUNT, in errant form 
I'll in their ſtead thy boly law perform (2) 80 


And tho“ I it fulfil moſt perfectly, 

Pl alſo bear its curſe, and penalty. Wit 

Tho' I'm thy Well-belov'd, I'll bear thy wrath : 

Tho' I'm the Life itſelf, 11 die the death: 1 1 
Tho' I be guiltleſs, galty I'll become: Fol a4 BY 
Tho' I might anſwer, I'll tand mute and dumb : 22 61 
Tho' judge of all, by men I'll judged be: 

Tho' bleſſed, 1'11 hang on the curſed tree (9) : 

Tho' I'm eternal, time ſhall ſee my birth, | 
Tho? I fill keav'n, I'Il be interr'd in earth. 99 
Tho' thefe be poor, and wretch'd, and deu, 

8 E m not aſham'd their kinſman near to be. 
I be their Father, they ſhall be my ſons; 
Tho” heirs of EU, ib make them eee 1 
Of the celeſtial Jeruſalem. | 20 1 'e 06 
Tho' they be ſlaved, I will ranſom, FRG Fo rt | 
Tho under Sin and Satan they be thrall'd ; 
Im not aſham'd their Brother to be call'd. 
I'll be their Huſband, they ſhall be my ſpouſe ; 
Pre. choſen them, 11. make them me to ele, oe 
If they want beauty, I haye comelineſ; | 
If clothing, 1 have robes of righteouſneſs. i ts 
I have fine gold. for them, if they be poor; 
If they're Die od; m a ente pure. 
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D Phil. 1. 6, 75, 8. Len. xxvii. 48. Mark 3. 71. 
viii 3, 4. John xiv. 6. Gal, ii. 135 


Dal. inn. 13, 16. Matth, 34. Ida. bn. 7, 6 Ge. ET) 


0 | : ET = 
g Cn] | BE 
Then, Father dear, ſet thoſe my brethren ta : 3 457 
Lo here I am, let Juſtice ſtrike at me (r).“ e 
, Pauſe here, my Soul! I charge thee here to pauſe! 
| O ſtand and wonder what might be the cauſe * 
Why this great LORD, who had no need of thee (1), 
For thy falvation ſhould conſent to die! 116. 
| Could'ſt thou engage his heart! his love deſerve ! | 
- WU hom boſts of angels and archangels ſerve (t)! 
| Who hath a world of creatures at command, 
Upheld and rul'd by his almighty hand («) ? a 
Had ſmners beauty, wealth, or parentage, 115 
| This heay'nly Lover's heart thus to engage ? "0 
n What had poor EleQ-ſouls in them to prove 
Such an attractive to their MAK ER's love (&) 
That he their KING, their Huſband (a) ſhould become, 
And to his glorious mation (5) take them home? 129 
Sure nothing. Why ? The ſtate that they were "as | 
Was that of deſp'rate enmĩty and ſin. 
Rebellious hatred *gainſt his Majeſty, 
Had tainted all the lapſed progeny: 2.3 
Satan's black image had their nature ſtain'd; * 125 | 
Their hearts and willsinLuft's tr ong bonds were chain d. 
0 They had no ſtreugth nor mind to plead for peace, 
No will to ſue for their CREATOR“'s grace: 
No hope of pardon, no delight in GOD ; 


But eager bent upon Deſtruction's road. 1130 
ohn i. tompared with ch. (7) Job xxv. 6. 

* 14. Eph. cody Matth. (t) Heb. i. 3.—6. 

| xii. 40. HebFij. 14. Eph. ii. (a) Col. i. 16, 17. EF 

It, 3. Heb. xii. 28 Gal. 8 35 (x) Exck. xvi. 3, 4, 5, 6. | 

35 Heb. il. ., Hef. ii. (a) Tra. liv. 5. 

+, John xv. 16. Ezek. 104. (8) Joha xiv. 2. 

? 14. Rev, iii. 18, Zech. xill, ny 
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L 12 1 | 
'Thus he beheld in blood and miſery (c) | 
An Elect- world, before they were, to ly z, 
And yet, amazing thought! he lov'd them then, 
And his delights were with the ſons of men (dc). 
What was the cauſe, ſay Saints, if you can tell, 135 
Why he ſhould love ſuch guilty lumps, of hell ? 
We cannot tell.! the wonder's far above 4 
Our ſhallow thoughts: but only GOD IS LOVE (0 
Here is the depth, the length, the breadth, the height, - 
Of matchleſs love, diſplay'd in ſaving might, 140 
Nen tongues cannot enough commend ; 

or angels minds completely comprehend. 

Oh, Saints! who ſhare his love, in him be glad, 
Who loved you, ere you a being had. | 
Why ſhould you doubt his love to you, becauſe 145 
Lau cannot in yourſelves perceire the cauſe ? 

Twas not your worth or goodneſs could deſerve 
That he at firſt from death ſhould you preſerve; 
Nor will your worthleſſneſs or vileneſs make 
Tour loving LORD your ſouls again forſake. 150 
It was the goodneſs of his ſay'reign will, 

Engag'd him ficſt, and will engage him ſtill. 

And ſince he lov'd you from eternity, 

Believe he'll do the ſame eternally, . 
Lay by your doubtings then, ye Saints, and raiſe 1 55 
Melodious ſongs of your REDEEMER's praiſe. 5 

But Oh! why call I others to commend 
His lore and grace, while I myſelf do ſpend 


* 


ce) Rom, viii! 7. Col. i. 21. xvi. 3.—6. 

Nom. v. 10. Eph. ii. 1, 2, 3. (a) Prov. viii. 31. | 
Rom. v. B, and v. 6, Ex ii. (e) 1 John iv. 8. «> 
12, Rom. Vit. 14, © Ezek. 1 
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+ E793. 4 
My time and thoughts in trifling vanities, s,, 
Which only can increaſe my mileries ? ITT 7 OS 


Shall I call Saints to lore and praiſe his name, wy 
And yet myſelf indulge a meaner flame ? 
O then, my foul! admire redeeming love! 
Admire what could thy great CREATOR, more 5 
Ever to look on ſuch a wretch as the — 
Much more, for ſaving thee, himſelf to die! _ + 3 

- Admire alſo the FATHER's love whe gave | 
His o SON an Elect-world to ſave! 
No ſooner did the SON this offer make, TY 
To die for Ele- men; and undertake 170 
That juſtice ſhould, by him, be ſatisfy d; 
But ſtraight the FATHER fully ratify'd _ 
The bleſs'd contract, and took him at his word, 
To lay the Elect's fins upon their LORD. | A 
And thus he ſaid: “ I have laid help upon 175 
A ſtrong, a mighty, and a choſen ONE, week? 
A faithful, righteous Servant unto me: | 
And have — him ,) my KING to be. 
I ſworn have, and will repent me never, 9 
That he ſhall be to me a PRIEST for ever, 182 
After the oR DER of MELCHIZEDECK (g); _ 
He. is my precious (%) ONE, and mine Ele& (7). 
My mighty hand and arm hall make him ſtrong: _ 
The ſon of Miſchief ſhall not do him wrong. 2 
I will beat down before him all his foes; 185 
I will _ RY plague who him e ( 0 


* 
Ee i” * 


1 


in Pal. We 18, 19, 20. 0. Ifa, xlii. 1. and #xviil, | 
3 2 3 1 #) 

TH Pal: xd, c Pfal. Iaxxix. 21.24; 
neee N 


C 14 72 


Ve giv'n him for a Witneſs, Counſellor, 


Commander, Leader, Captain, Governor, 


_ Unto the people (/); he ſhall them defend, 


And bring ſalvation (-:)-to earth's utmoſt end. 


He ſhall the people judge with righteouſneſs (), 


And blefs the nations with abundant peace. 


Aud fince he will pour out his ſoul to death ( 0), 


And for his Ele& bear deſerved wrath; 
Therefore, he ſhall exalted be on Fign. 
Above all power and principality (y). 
Rais d from the dead, he ſhall for ever live, 
Aud quicken all that do on him believe: 
My pleaſant work ſhall proſper in his hand, 


He ſhall all things in heav'n and earth command. 


He ſhall-a num'rovus ſeed and iſſue ſee ; 
And to his church an Head alone ſhall be: 
And as his countenance was marred more 


Than any man's g), becauſe of what he bore ; 
So ſhall he ſhine with ſuch reſplendent light, 


That kings ſhall be aftoniſh'd at the fight. 

Yea mighty kings before him down ſhall tall, 

Ani monarchs great do ſervice to him e # 
Thus was the bleſſed covenant of peace 

Between them both: thus everlaſting grace 


Shin'd in the counſels of the Trinity, 


For Elect- ſouls from all eternity. 


(n) Heb. ii. 10. 25. Iſa. ii. 10. 


190 


205 


210% 


(7) Iſa. Iv. 4. () Heb. vii. 25. John v. 27, 
Cel. bs 


(n) Pal. Ixxil. 12. Ifa. xlix. 6. 16.— 18. Ia. Ui. 14. 


Pfal. Ixxii. 2, ). Pal. Ixil. 11. Zech. 


(o) Ita. lüi. 12. I Vi. 13. 
(2) Phil. ii. 9, 10. $6” 


[ 15: 1 
Where Truth, and Mercy, Righteouſneſs, and Grace, 
Like loving twins, did mutually embrace (/). | 
Where divine love, and divine wiſdom ſhin'd, 9 2138 
As beams of light are in the ſun'combin'd. 

O! that mine eyes enlight'ned were, to ſee 
The ſacred, wonders (5) of this myſtery! - 
How that the glorious FATHER and the SON, 
Tho' BOTH in eſſence moſt entirely one (t), 220 
Could yet, as diſtinct parties, . act 
As Covenanters in this bleſt contra@!. . 


— 


Or if that this be à too bold F/ [ng . 
That I to ſee ſuch wonders ſhould aſpire («) ; 4 
Or know the manner how the Dey - „ _ a 
Tranſacts in this ador'd economy; i: - * 4. 


T'11 rather ſoftly ſlide along the coaſt, 

Than launch into the ocean, and be loſt 

In this vaſt abyſs (x); I'll contract my fails, 
And humbly wait the Spirit's gentler gales. 230 
To take a ſteady view I'll be content 

Of the decree in its accompliſhment. 

No ſooner had th* envious one deceiv'd 

Our parents firſt, and all mankind bereav'd 

Of perfect concreated innocence, 235 
And ſunk the world in death by one's offence ( Wi; : 
But preſently poor ſinful man C2) forſook 

All hopes of grace; and ſtraight himſelf betook 

To wretched ſhifts, his guilty head to ſhroud - 2 
From wrath, amidſt the thickets of the wood; 328 


2 * 
(/) Pſal. Ixxxv. 19. (x) Rom. xi. 33. : 
fs) Pſal. cxix. 18. (y) Gen, iii. 1.7. 
(t) John x. 30. (z) Rom. v. x2, 15, 17, 18. 


(«) Pſal. xl. Deut. xxix. 29. 


ni =, "9 

And, with fig leaves to veil his-nakednefs, 

Inſtead of garments of pure righteouſneſs : 

Eut all in vain—nor leaves, nor thickets, can 

From divine vengeance hide (a) the'guilty man, 

Till JESUS: come, that divine Prince of Peace, 245 

Proclaiming pardon, and Heav'n's act of _ 196 

To guilty rebels, thro' the woman's\ſeed, 

Who was in time to bruiſe the ſerpent's head (9). | 

And thus he ſaid ;. *© Thou proud envious fiend, 

Who with thy 

_ Twas thy intent the woman to Employ, © 
> pr tby deceit, all mankind to deſtroy, 

ad thy Creator's image to deface, 

"Which he had ſtamped on the human race (c); 

And wholly ruin my beſt work on earth; _ 255 

But all in vain—for of a woman's, birth 

Shall ſpring a bleſſed and victorious Seed, 

Who ſhall in pieces break thy curſed head ; 

Whilſt thou, with. all the might and. light of hell, 

Shalt, ſerpent-like, but nibble at his heel. 260 

Twixt thee and woman I'll put enmity ; 

And twixt thy ſeed and her's eternally.” 

Thus was the ſirſt Evangel publiſhed ; 
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"251 


And CHRIST, by CHRIST HIMSELF, 2 a 


Here's wond'rous love and grace, beyond degree, 
To mankind, plung'd in fin and miſer !! 2866 
That Chtiſt himſelf, the offended Judge, ſhould. come: 
Not as a Judge the guilty pair to doom, 
For their rebellious breach of enn: - - 
But of eternal life to make a grant, 3 27⁰ 
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(a) Gen. iii. 7, 8. Ait Sen baun 
(b) Gen. iii. 15. 
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On better terms, and in a ſurer way 
Wherein he would his grace and love diſpla 

In a more bright and ſhining character 
Where CHRIST himſelf ſhould be ſole Purchaſer 

Of grace and glory ;—nought requir'd of them, 274 
But rightly to believe upon his Name *. (4) Fi 
| What can we judge poor guilty Adam thought, 
When his CREATOR ſuch a meſſage brought ? 

Who look'd for nothing but devouring wrath, 


And the infli ting of deſerved death. 280 
How was he filled with aſtoniſiment! re Tt 
How was his ſoul rapt up in raviſhment ! - ba 


To ſee the beamings of eternal Grace 
Shine forth to him and his poor guilty race! 


dur Poet appears here, particularly in the laſt twelve 
lines, to bear a very near reſemblance to the ſublime Milton; 
(Paradiſe Loft, book X. line 85— 123.) ſome lines of which 1 
muft be allowed to inſert bere: „ 3+T 252g 377 
© From his radiant ſeat he roſe 1 9 + 
Of high collateral glory: him Thrones and Pow'rs 
Princedoms and Dominations miniſtrant 
Accompanied to heaven-gate, from whence 
Eden, and all the coaſt, in proſpect lay. 
Down he deſcended ſtraight; the ſpeed of gods 
Time counts not, tho“ with ſwifteſt minutes wing'd; 


. _ 


Now was the ſun in weſtern cadence low 
From noon; and gentle airs, due at their hour 
To fan the earth, now wak'd, and uſher in 8 
The ev'ning cool; when he, from wrath more col, 
Came, the mild Judge and Iaterceſſor bot, . 
> To ſentence man. The voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by ſoft winds 95 
Brought to their ears, while day declin'd; they heard; 
And from his preſence hid themſelves among ; 
The thickeſt trees, both man and wife: * 


(d) Rom. x. 9 
1 : 


n ] nao. 
How did the news melt down his heart lu fears, 255 
Comfort his ſdül, diſpell d'erwhelming fears! 
Cauſe all the ſhades of ſorrow fly away, © 
And turn his difmal night to ſhining day 45 
This was the dat ning of ſweet Goſpel- licht, 
* Which ! in all ages ſtill became more bright; 4 290 
Till CHRIST, that glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, | 
In beauties of tranſcendent holineſs, 
The bright irradiant Mornitip-Star, arofe, 
To ſave his choſen folk, and quet! their foes: | 
Without deſcent, or peneatogy, _ 23593 
Aud yet Abra'ami's and David's progetiy : | 
Without a father, yet GOD's ON LY SON, 

;an eternal generation! | 

Without A mother; yet a virgin's Seed, | 
1 Which Röm the Robt of Jeſſe did proceed : E-.-- .. . 00 
* 1+ Without beginning yet in time concei yd 
OFftngtels life; and yet of life bereav'd: 
Ancient of Days; and yet a little Child: 
Judah's ſtrong Lion; yet a Lamb moſt mild: | 
The SON of GOD; and yet the Son of Man, 305 
Wrapt up in ſwaddling-elothes, who heav'n doth ſpan; 
Laid in a ſordid manger at his birth, apa 
Who cannot be contain'd in heav'n and earth (e): 
Had ſcarce whereith to veil his nakedneſs, 309 
Who doth, of tight, both heav'n and earth poſſeſs: 
The brightneſs of his FATHER's glory (J) vail'd, 
And divine pow'r in human fleſh conceal'd. * 1 
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te) Fial. iv. 2. Pſal. ex. 3. vii. 22. Matth. ii. 22. Rev. 

. xxil. 16. Heb. Sil 3. v. 5. John Mi. 18. with i. 
atth. i. 1. John i. 14. Iſa. 51. Luke ii. 7. Iſa. xl. 12. 

vii. 14. and xi. 1. Matth. 1 Kings viii. 27. 

1. 13. and xxvii. 35. Dan, (J) Gen. xiv. 19. Heb. i. 3. 
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O matchleſs loye l unfathom'd myſtery! 
That the great Soy 'reign thus ſhould humbled be! 
Who can conceive, who can comment upon 315 
The wonders of this igcarnation ? [7,391 
O thou, my ſoul, in humble ſilence, then 
Learn to believe what thou can't not explain; 
And let this wond rous union-perſonal | 
Draw. thee to him for union-myſtical.. 3720 
And tho' the LORD tby nature did aſſume, | 
Yet of ſalvation do not thou preſume, | 
Unleſs by faith united to thy LORD, 
Which only can thee grace and peace afford. 


Tus true, man's nature was exalted bigh 3325 


By this ſtupend'ous condeſcendency, 
But this cannot procure thy laſting bliſa, 
If thou do not ſhare of his holineſs : 


Thou haſt no part in him, except he make 


Thee of the divine nature to partake (g); 330 
Unleſs thy curſed nature he renew, 
And draw his image on thy heart anew. 

O co come to him! could I improve 
This w&nd'rous ſtep of condeſcending love, 
Wherein he took on him our fleſh and blood (4), 3335 
And, by true faith, receive ſpiritual food 
From him, my high exalted LORD and Head, 
Whoſe fleſh is meat, whoſe bload is drink indeed 0. 
Could I improve his birth and incarnation, 
For my new-birth, and true regeneration ! 240 
O that by faith I could obtain the caſt "v8 
Of thoſe thrice · bleſſed wiſe - men of the Tok (4)! 


(g) 2 Pet. i. 4. | (1) john vi. 55. > ts 
() Heb. it. 14. 5 % Matth ji, 3, 19, 11. 
| - 


; tw 1 
O for ſome happy ſtar, to guide me te ld: 
Bethlehem's gates, and there to take a view 201.3 


f lovely JESUS, in his humble en 3s 


And ſee the monarch of both heav'n 121 coeur ; 9 
To ſee the bleſſed: divine Infant ly, | a 

Not in a ſtately palace, but a ſty (/) ; 

No cloth of gold his cradle doth 3 | 

- Coarſe ſwaddling-clothes i inwrap the en 3 50 
No couch, with ſtuds of pearl or ſilver clad, 

Put a vile manger holds his glorious head; 

The Royal Virgin can't for him obtain, 

In his own. city, room in any inn. 


Rut yet be wants not charming melody 2 355 


To celebrate his birth-ſolemnity ; 

The watchful ſhepherds are ſurpris'd with fear, 

While they behold the bright angelic-quire, 
Who warble-torth the tidings of his birth, 

& Glory—on: high, good will and peace on earth. "(m) 


The angel ſtraight the ſhepherds doth comfort, 96x 


And thus beſpeaks them in moſt loving ſort; + 

<< Dear ſhepherds, let not fear your hearts aer, | 

I bring you tidings of tranſcendent joy, OV i 

Which ſhall-great mirth to people all afford; 36 5 

A SAVIOUR's born to you, ev'n CHRIST the LORD, 

In David's city. Come, and ſee your mau 

Who ſhall to nations all ſalvation bring; 

Be not atraid:to come, becauſe he's high, 

You'll ſee him humbly in a manger ly.“ 370 
Thus, trembling Saint! thy Saviour ſpeaks to thee; 

7 Fear not, poor doubting ſoul, to come to me, 


7 Luke li J. | (m) Luke ii. 8.—15. | bot 15 


E * 1 


Pm meck and'Towly (a) ; eaſt thy fears away, 


And ſinful doubts—Lo! here's a patent way 


Come thre' the veil of thy dear SAVIOUR's fleſh, 378. 
And make thy peace with thy great GOD afreſh 
If my dread-highneſs deth make thee afraid, _ 
Look how i'm with bumility array'd : 
Altho” I be the high and lofty ONE (% 


' 
* 
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Who in the higheſt heav'ns have my throne, ; A. | 238 | 


Jet for thy ſake, in this trait ſtinking ſty, 

And in this crib I condeſcend to ly: 

Since thou behold'ſt me born in ſuch # cell, 

Think'ſt thou I'll in thy heart refuſe to dwell . 
Thus CHRIST was born. Thus he at firft began 33 5 

His humbled life to ſave ſelf-ruin'd man; 

Which all along was fraught with miſeries, 

Griefs, ſorrows, labours, and calamities (?) 1 

Tho' free of ſin and guilt original, 


As to his own condition perſonal ; 4 ton 3096 ; 


Yet for his Elects' guilt, when eight days old, | 
Among the rank of ſinners he's inrell'd (9) ; 7 
Is circumcis'd; made debtor to perform bs 
The law, and thereto fully to conform (r). 


Here the Law-giver is made under law ; = 395 z 


The ſov'reign ſudge of judgment ſtands in aws OE 
The law muft_be fulfilled perfectly, 
The Elect cannot, thro" infirmity s 7; 
Therefore their LORD, by his obedience, | 
Muſt do what man ſhou'd done in innocence. 400 


" a 


(n). Matth, xi. 28, 99. () Luke ii. 2171. 
(e) Iſa. vii. 15. and Ixvi. 1. (r) Gal. v. 3. and iv. 4. 
(p) If, liii. 3. 9) Kom. viii. 3. | 
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I! be law pronounceth, wrath, and indignation, -- 
pPerplexing anguiſh, endleſs tribulation, fs 

> Qnevey, ſoul that ſins () and therefore hey ag 
The Elefts' Surety, bears the penalty: xx: 
The law knows no abatemept, Juſtice Hand, 495 
Strictly to ev'ry point of her demands; id ov] 
No leſs will pleaſe but perfect innocence, | IN 
Or then a ranſom equal ta th' oſſence; : | 8 L 
This JESUS paid, and thus redeems his . F . 
From that deſerved indig nation. Ito 
Oh! chen, poor cle&-ſouls, whe ſtand in %s ) 

To look upon that dreadful fiiry la:; 
All you whoſe ſouls Mount Sinai'; thunders — 

For fear of death and endleſs wrath, do dual (%.. 
Who tremble leſt his hot incenſed ire 415 
Break out upon you like devguring fire (*). 75 

And leſt he turn you to the loweſt hell, 
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; | With everlaſting burnings there to dwell * NR 
Lo! here's relief for you lo! here's a Shade 
| | 1 ſcorching wrath ; a vail by JESUS — * 429 
3 To cover your poor guilty ſouls from wra:?: 
| Come hither, fainting ſouls, and take your breach 
Fi Under the covert of his laying wing, * 
1 Who to your ſoul ſweet peace and pardon brivgs. wan 
'$ All you who under Sinai s flaſhes ſtand, | 421 W 
1 You who are toſſed in a weary land, „ 
Lo! here's the Shadow of a mighty Rock! W 
Lo! here s a Covert (z) from: the dreadful Rroke | Ar 
| . | (?) Rom. ii. 9. Dur 6 3) Ifa- xxxtii. 36.0 ol v.64 * a 
3 (% Het. ii. 15, wv. $5; ©. hoc (b) 
| 3k (x) Ueb. xii. 29% WH el 
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of Juſtice's ſword {—Ls ! here's u Cloud by day, 
And Light by night, to guide you in the way. Fer 
Are you afraid to mett a wrathful Judge? 
Be! here's for you a City of Refuge? 

Can you not work bectuſe of impotence 3 © 

Lay hold on his complete bbedience ! | 


| Have ybu rebelled, and miſt therefore die? 435 


Lo! he hath born for you the penalty! 

, Aequaint yourſelves with him, and be at peace; 

You ate not under law, but nder grace. | 

The Law your former huſband now is dead, 

And CHRIS T's keceme your Huſband and your + Hed 
But yet you muſt not hence to ſin give place, "rv: 
\Beckuſs-you are not under Jaw, but grace (a); 
There's ſtill a law and yoke your hetks above; 

Tho' not the law of Worki—the law of Love (5); 
The love of CHRIST, like to a golden-chain, 445 
Still to obedience muſt your ſouls conſtrain : 

Not flaviſh'fear muſt you to duty move; | 

Your môtives now are gratitude and love. 

If you are weak, ſtreugth from your Ven draw, 
Whereby gaerkl/ to obſerve his law :: 459 
With him remains the Spirit's refidue, 


Your ſouls to quicken, and your luſts ſubdue ce): | 7 2 


With him is Ukewiſe merit ts ſupply 

Your ſervices, in their deficiency : 

With him is incenſe (4) to perfume your pray'rs 455 
And (kill to guide you in your * i 


(#) dearth: ii. 2% 


(s} Job Anti. 41. hw 00 
13 (4) Rev. viii. 3. 


and vii. 2, 3, 4. 
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O mind the lovely name which he obtaln'd, 1 
When circumcis das th? angel had ordain' d: 
He's called JESUS, for he ſaves his own, - 79 
Firſt from their $94 then from 6 4460 
This is the true ſpiritual Josnua, 7 90 0 
Who, when a Moſes cannot, by the law, | 
Bring Abra/am's ſeed into the Promis'd ne 00 5 
Condutts them in, by bis almighty, hand, 5 
Out of the bowling wilderneſs of Sin, 465 
Which they, for many years, have dee din; 
Divides their Jordan, brings them to the bleſt 
Poſſeſſion of their wiſh'd Canaan of Reſt. 
Tis he who, cloth'd with filthy robes, doth ſtand 
Ev'n the Elects' guilt; and, cloſe by his dhe ande 
Stands Satan (7), ready to reſiſt him in 2 
The bleſſed work, of expiating ſin ; | 
But maugre all his malice and his pow'r, 
The bleſſed. JESUS Kill. proves Conqueror: 


Blots out his folks tranſgreſſions in one day, 475 


And hath their filthy. garments. ta en away (g): 

Is dreſy'd with robes of pureſt righteouſneſs, 

And golden crowns—the motto HOLINESS.” 

»Tis he that is a Prieſt, upon his throne, : | 

Who brings his captives out of Babylon: 480 

The Propbet, whom we muſt in all things hear, 

Who the glory of his FATHER's houſe doth bear; 
Who by the HOLY GHOST anointed is 

Unto his three great ſacred offices (50. 


(e) Luke i. 31. and ii. 21. (2) Zech. iii. 49. | 
Matth. i. at. Deut. xxxi 23. (Zech. vi. 11. Exod. xxxiXx. 

and xxxii. 52. 30. Zech. vi. 13. Deut-. 

{f) Zech, iii. 1, 3. ; xvili. 15. Pfal. xlv. 8. 


r 


Xx. 
To 


The Prophets, to declare his Covenant. 


i: 7: 


He 's no | fiſorper; him the FATHER call'd 

To his high function, ſanctify'd and ſeal'd: 

A Prophet, like to Moſes, mild and r 

A Prieſt, of th Order of Melchizedeck; 

A King, to rule on Zion's holy hill (3); , 

All which he doth moſt perfectly fulfil. 3 24% 
Lo! here's a treaſure! come, poor aer Saints! 

Here is a ſtore-houſe to ſupply your wants: 4 

Do you want wiſdom : Wiſdom's treaſures hid 

Lie all in him (c); you ſhall be furniſhed. 

Are you afraid, thro” ignorance, to ſtray? 495 

He is a Light to guide you in the way (J. 

He is a faithful Prophet, to reveal | 

Th' eternal ſecrets of his FATHER's will: 

And well he can, who, from eternity, 

Did in the FAT HER's bleſſed boſom ly (). 500 

»Tis he alone who ſaw, and gan declare (), 


What his great FATHER's thoughts and counſels are; 


Thoſe purpoſes of love, ere time began, 

For ſaving of poor ſelf-deftroying man; 

Who, by his Word and Spirit, ſince the Fall, 50 f 
Reveals them to his Church in ages all: | 
Who preach'd at firſt himſelf; and after ſent 


He was the angel who te Mamre came, 
And promiſed a Seed to Abraham (o), 510 
Which ſhould bring blefſedneſs to nations all; | 

*T was he who wreſtled with great Iſrael ; 


1i) Heb. iv. 5. John vi. 27. (1): John i. 4. Pal. xxvil. 14 
Acts vii. 37. Pſal, cx. 4. (n) John i. 18. tag 
and ii. 6. (6 Matth. xi. 27. 
(k) Col. it. 3. 8 A, Gen. Xvili. 1. &. 
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*Twas he who ſpoke with Moſes in the buſh Cn | 
And gave him Lively Oracles for us. 3 
| Tis he who calls each faithful miniſter; uo 5 
© Who gifts and graces doth on them confer (q). 
'2 > De you want pardon? Come to JESUS CHRIST, 
= To obtain atonement (7); he's the glorious Prieſt; 
He is the precidus ſpotleſs Sacrifice 
Which divine ſuſtice fully ſatisfies ; 820 
He is a Tabernacle from the heat; 
He is the cov'ring Ark and Mercy-ſeat: 
He is the Altar which doth ſanctify 
The gifts (/) of all that on him do rely: 
He is the ſkilful Advocate that pleads $35 / 
His people's cauſe, and for them interceeds (7); 
Poor ſouls ! whe can't approach the Throne of Grace, 
But ſhame and bluſhing quickly fills your face, 
Thro' ſenſe of puilt which, like a weight of lead, 
- Doth preſs your ſouls with deep amazing dread; 530 
Who towards heav'n dare not lift up your eyes, 
By reaſon of your great iniquities (t); 
Who look for nought but divine indignation, 
Improve his prieſthood and propitiation; 
Believe on him for juſtifying grace, 535 
His ſacriſice procures you laſting peace. | 
Want you redemption? Wayt you liberty 
From Sin's dominion, Satan's tyranny 2? 


Find you ſtrong holds of luſts prevail in you («) ? 


He is a mighty Prince, who can fubdue 540 
(), Gen. xxxii. 24. Acts vii. 1 John ii. 2. Mat. xkxiii. 19. 
38. | (5) 1 John ii. 1. Iſa. liii. 12. 
(9) Eph. iv. 7,8. („) Luke xviii. 13. Pſal. xl. 12. 


(7) Heb. vii. 3 and ix. 23. (u) 2 Cor. x. . 
Ia. Xlii. 21. and iv. 6. | a 


K | 
Rebelifous luſts: he is a puiſſant King, 2 
Who doth his on from Satan's bondage bring; 
Gives them enlargement and ſweet liberty (x), 
Doth over them his golden ſceptre ſway; | 
Sin's iron yoke doth off their necks remove, 3545 
And ſweetly rules them by the Law: of Love: 
Defends them by his mighty hand and arm, 
From every one that would them hurt or harm; 
Reſtrains and conquers all their enemies, 
And fully frees them from their miſeries $50 
Bequeaths them crowns; and cauſeth them to-reign 

And fit on thrones (H) with bim their LORD and King. 
Come then all you whoſe wretched necks are gall'd 
With th" iron yoke of Sin, whoſe ſouls are Ar 
Under the helliſh tyrant's ſervitude, | 53 5 
Lo! here's a King for you both mild and 4 
Come change your maſter, change your work and way; 
Let JESUS in your fouls a ſceptre ſway: 

Take on his yoke, and in his law delight; a 

His yoke is eaſy, and his burden light (z): 860 
His yoke*s a golden chain and ornament, | 
Then yield your hearts to his ſweet government: 

If you 'Il accept him as your LORD and King, | 

You ſhall as kings with him for ever reign. 

As in the divine Eſſence there are Three, 365 
And yet one undivided Trinity; ö 
Even ſo in CHRIST there are three offices, 

Let he in theſe one Mediator is (4). 
If you would hin for your Redeemer have, 
You muſt him in them all alike receive. 570 


(x) John viii. 36. 62) Matth. xi. 30. Prov. i. 9. 
0 Rev. XXil. 5. ( 1 Tim. ii. 3. 
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Take him for wiſdom and for righteouſneſ, ' 

For full redemption (5), and for holinels. 
'Thus he is made of GOD; and offered ; 


Take him in all; 'tis fooliſh to expect 
That he will be your Prophet to direct, 
Or yet a Prieſt to ſatisfy for you, 
Unlefs; as King, he do your luſts ſubdue. 
But ah! why talk I thus, while I remain 
In bondage ſtill, while me my luſts detain 
In Satan's camp while I refuſe the yoke 
Of lovely JESUS, and his wrath provoke ? 
Shall L preſs others thus to be content 
To bow. their necks to his ſweet government ? 
And yet myſelf be only like the hand 
Which, for a ſignal, on the ſtreet doth ſtand, 
Directing paſſengers to find their way, 
| - Yet, void of life, itſelf behind doth ſtay ! 
| O then, dear LORD! cauſe thy redeeming love 
To break my harden'd heart: O let it prove 
A threefold cord my perverſe will to draw 
To yield a ſweet obedience to thy law : 
Could I by faith but view what he hath done 
And born to purchaſe me ſalvation! 
Could 1 behold him in his hymbled life, 
A man of ſorrows, and acquaint with grief (c) 
So ſoon as born, King Rerod him purſues, 
He calls the Scribes and Council of the Jews, 
* Demands the place of CHRIS T's nativity; 
_ hey anſwer from the ancient propheſy : 


The Goſpel-terms will none of thoſe divide: ah 


"$90 


600 


(3) dees 1. 28. f (e) Iſa. Iii. 3. Matth. its 3. 


1 9 ] 
« gethlehem's gates are honour'd forth to bring 
The long expected, high exalted King.“ , 
Then he the/eaſtern Sages doth employ © 
To go and ſearch him out the Royal Boy; 
That he would. worſhip him the Fox LS Gf FAS 
But to devqur him in his heart intends. _ 
Before the child can walk, he's forc'd by night 
In bis poor mother's arms to take his flight; 
And from the dragon's rage to lurk a While, | 
As Moſes once (4) upon the banks of Nile, 610 
Whilſt Herod, mock'd, ſends forth bis ſoldiers rude, 
And baths Bethlehem's ſtreets with infant-blood (%) 
Minding amongſt them to deſtroy the King | 
Which over Sion was defign'd to reign. 
Lo! here's another wondrous proof of love ; ; 615 
The Diviae Child to Egypt mult remove! 
The King of kings muſt leave his native ſoil, 
And in his tender age endure the toil 
| Of baniſhment into a foreign land, N 
Who hath all nations under his command : 620 
That by his flight we might redeemed be 
Krom more than an Egyptian drudgery! 
Two years elapſe, and Herod gets his doom ft); 
Yet JESUS cannot to Judea come ; 
He dares not in his native city dwell, 
Tho! he's the rightful King of Iſrael ; 
Whilſt Archelaus (g), bloody Herod's ſpawn, 
Reacts the tyrant in the Hc!y Land. 8 


Sm: 


(d) Matth. ii. 14. Exod, 1.— 00 Matth. ii. 19. 


vii. Ce. (0) Matth. ii. 22, 
(e Matth. ii. 16. 


K 8 J 


For full redemption (65); and for holinels. 
Thus he is made of GOD, and offered; 

The Goſpel- terms will none of thoſe divide: : 
Take him in all; 'tis fooliſh to expect 

That he will be your Prophet to direct, 

Or yet a Prieſt to ſatisfy for you, 

Unleſs; as King, he do your luſts ſubdue. 
But ah! why talk I thus, while [remain 


In Satan's:camp while I refuſe the yoke 
Of lovely JESUS, and his wrath provoke? 
Shall I preſs others thus to be content 


And yet myſelf be only like the hand 


Directing paſſengers to find their way, 
Yet, void of life, itſelf behind doth ſtay ! 


To break my harden'd heart: O let it prove 
A threefold cord my perverſe will to draw 
To yield a ſweet obedience to thy law : 
Could I by faith but view what he hath done 
And born to purchaſe me ſalvation ! 

Could 1 behold him in his humbled life, 


So ſoon as born, King Herod him purſues, 


| Demands the place of CHRIS T's nativity; 
_4key anſwer from the ancient prophely : 
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Take him for wiſdom and for righteouſneſs, '* 


In bondage ſtill, while me my luſts detain 


To bow their necks to his ſweet government ? 


Which, for a ſignal, on the ſtreet doth ſtand, 


O then, dear LORD! cauſe thy redeeming love 


A man of ſorrows, and acquaint with grief (c)! 


He calls the Scribes and Council of the Jews, 


"299 
593 


. 600 


(5) x Cor. i. 0. (6) Ita. iti, 2. Matth. Il. 3. 
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a Bethlehem” s gates are honour'd forth to bring 
41 The long expected, high exalted King.“ 
Then he the eaſtern Sages doth employ © 
To go and ſearch him out the Royal Boy; 
That he would, worſhip him the Fox pretends, © 605 
But to devqur him in his heart intends. | | 
Before the child can walk, he's forc'd by night 
In bis poor mother's arms to take his flight ; 
And from the dragon's rage to lurk a while, 
As Moſes once (4) upon the banks of Nile. 5 
Whilſt Herod, mock'd, ſends forth bis ſoldiers rude, 
And baths Bethlehem's ſtreets with infant-blood (*)z 
Minding amongſt them to deſtroy the Kivg 
Which over Sion was defign'd to reign. 

Lo! here's another wondrous proof of love ; ; 615 
The Diviae Child to Egypt muſt remove! 
The King of kings muſt leave his native ſoil, 
And in his tender age endure the toil 
Of baniſhment into a foreign land, | ö 
Who hath all nations under his command : 620 
That by his flight we might redeemed be 
From more than an Egyptian drudgery! 

Two years elapſe, and Herod gets his doom fÞ 
Yet JESUS cannot to Judea come; 
He dares not in his native city dwell, 625 
Tho! he's the rightful King of Iſrael ; | 
Whilſt Archelaus (g), bloody Herod's ſpawn, 
Reacts the tyrant in the Hcy Land. TTY 


. 
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(4) Matth. it. 14. Exod, ii.— 00 Matth. ii. 19. 
vii. &c. (C) Matth. ii. 22, 
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His parents,,y warn'd of GOD, do turn ae, 55 art a 
And in the parts of Galilee,abide:, 00 0 630 

Wbere, during private life; he refuge hath 

Within obſcure deſpiſed Nazareth %). 

Thus watchful Providence did order 1 

To ſhew that he was the true Nazaritei(i), 

The holy. harmleſs ſeparated One/, 5 

Who, by his death, like Sampſon (4), ſaves his own. 

While the great Dagon,s, houſe he overthrows, 

And, in its ruins, buries Iſrael's. foes. 10 23! 

© How were the people,privileg'd who ſaw _. 


Him fit amid(t the Doctors of the Law! 24 b6aa 


When twelve years old, with wiſdom an” profound, " 
He ſolved all their doybts in anſwers ſound;  . * 

And alſo * them ſach queſtions 3190 
As did confound the Scribes. and learned ones. 

The people were aſtoyiſh'd to behold _ 645 
A very child, of but twice ſix years old, ni bats 5 
Nonplus the ancient Sages and the Scribes, 

The Phariſees, and all the learned tribes 3 

Be ſure it was no mean or trivial theme 

Concerning which he reaſoned with them; 650 
The ſubje& was himſelf, the promis d One, 

And that long-looked fer redemption : 

The Scribes expected nothing elſe at all, 

Save temp'ral freedom from their e thrall; 


And narrow'd all the ancient propheſies, | 655 


To favour their beloved carnal eaſe: 
They tavght the people that their SAVIOUR 
Should only be an earthly conqueror. 


5) John i. 46. (k) Judges xvi. . 30. 
60 N ii. 23. (1) Luke ii. 42. — 48, 


n | | 
| * 5 
But when the people heard this divine Boy © 7206 


Unfold the ſecrets of ſublimer joy, ur 61/7 | "Gs 
And ſhew them that their SHiLO was to fave © 
Them from the power of Satan and the Grave, + v6 
From Sin, and Wrath, and-endleſs miſery,” © © 


More than the yoke of outward tyratiny ; 
And that the promis'd freedom from their thrall | 65 K 
Was a deliverance more ſpiritual; 
They were exceedingly amaz'd to hear 
His underſtanding, and his anſwers clear. 
This was his heav'nly FAT HER's buſineſs: 
And he concealed not his righteouſneſs. - 670 
He, who but twelve years old, outſtripped al! 
The learned Wits and Scribes of Ifrael, N 
Can out of babes and ſucklings' mouths ordain. 
Such ſtrength as may th' avenging foe reſtrain ( 9. 
If he'll but be my ſecond, Fil not fear it 
*Gaiaſt Error's greateſt champions to appear. 
He can cnableev'n the meaneſt youth 
*Gainſt ancient Sages to maintain his truth, 0 
Let's follow him by faith to Jordan's flood Hh, 
And ſee him there amongſt the multitude, l. 
Deſiring baptiſm from his Harbinger, 
Who can himſelf alone that grace conſer 
Which this external ſeal doth repreſent, 
Namely ingrafting into covenant. 
The holy Baptiſt, as amazed, ſtands, 8 
And is ſurpris'd at his great LORD's demands: 
And thus he ſpeaks; Ah! I have need to be 
| Baptiz'd of thee, and comeſt thou to me (o)? 


(m) Mattli, xxi. * Pſalm viii. (=) Matth. iii. 13. 
4 164 5% (6) ee 111. 74. 
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I'm but the ſervant, RY rt my ſor'reign LORD: 
I waſh with water, thou doſt grace afford. 690 
Why ſhould the holy-undefiled ONE, +! © 
That's wholly free from all corruption, 
Seek to be waſh'd with water? why ſhould he, 
Who is the Fountain pure, baptized be? FI ; 
The LORD reply'd, “ Altho? thou doſt not know 695 
The myſtic reaſon why it muſt be ſo, 
Yet ſuffer it: obey thy Maſter's will; 
For thus we muſt all righteouſneſs fulfil / ).” 
Thus JESUS, tho' from ſin compleatly free, 
Would be baptiz'd that he might ſanQify - 700 
The ſeal to us: this laver cannot ſave, Tor 
Till it from JESUS virtue do receive. 
When CHRIST was dipt in Jordan's filver ſtream (9), 
His EleQ-ſeed were all baptiz'd in him. 
When he emerg d out of the chryſtal- waves, 705 
He from his FATHER: witneſsſtraight receives, 
The HOLY GHOST, to ſhew him CHRIST indeed, 
Doth viſibly deſcend upon his head : 
Like to a filyer-feather'd harmleſs dove; 
And lo! a voice is heard from heav'n above, 710 
«© This is my well-beloved SON in whom, 
« And for whole ſake, I fully pleaſed am (r).” 
Then hence, my ſoul, ne'er doubt a Trinity ; 
Lo ! here thou ſee'ſt the undivided Three: | 
The SON's baptiz'd, the FATHER ſpeaks above; 715 
The HOLY: GHOST deſcendeth like a dove. 
Thus JESUS was anointed from on high, 
And called to his public miniſtry, 


(8) Matth. in. 5. be Matth. 411. 16, 17, Luke lil. 
(7) Rom. vi. 4. | 21, 22. John j. 32, 33. 


1 1 
When in his manty:yigour and his prime . 3 


And fit teſt for employment ſo ſublime. 
| When GOD is plea'd to manifeft his love. 


A time of. trial js at hand to pee _ * | 

And try their faith; eveniat'obſerve you mag, f 

The blackeſt cloud ſuceerd the brighteſt day. an 1 9 

80 JESUS, after that his FATHER's love ee 7 | 

Was manifefted thus from heav 'n above | 
Was led into the deſart, that he mighgnt | 

Long forty days againſt the Dragon fight. w__ 

Where he in ſingle combat all alone, SVG: hs 

Encounters Beelzebub's temptation. * 1 

When he had faſted forty nights and days, ; 

The Devjl-viſibly appears, and fays, 
I fo thou beit the SON of GOD indeed ,)), 

% Command theſe ſtones, that they be OY to bread. * 

But JESUS thus repells the wicked One, 735 


© Tis written, man lives not by bread alone. 7 
4 GOD's word of pow'r the life of man Gaia ! 
More than the preſence of the out ward means 9 * 
The Devil, tho he tempt'd at firſt in van, 4 
Yet reſts not, but rene ws th aſſault again ett * 
And carries CHRIST up to a mountain high; 


W hoſe top doth threaten to ſurmount the ky, 5 
And in a moment ſhews him th”. earthly frame, any 
With all the painted glory of the ſame, 2 T 
And ſaid, “ This glory all Il give to thee, 7 070 b 
« For all theſe kingdoms do belong to e, * 2 


66 On this condition, if thou wilt accord - mk 
« To worſhip me, and own me. for thy LoD. Te 


400 Luke ill. 23. i) Dent. it. 3 ĩ] 
Luke iv. 1.—14 35 Wor „ l 
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Our bleſſed, LORD, with holy, indigndtion,””' *  * /f | 
Wee the the fiend's moſt impudent temptation ; 56 | q 
Get thee, behind me thou; blaſphemous one ; . 


Tu written thou ſhalt ſerve thy GOD alone 0 . 
Tho' beat in this aſſault, the reſtleſe fo: 
Reſolveth not to leave the combat fo ; 
ut. burls him thro' the air, and taketh him aer 
nto the temple of jeruſalem, | 
And on a pinacle ſets him on high,, — (NW 
And ſays, —** If GOD's beloved SON thou be, 
To prove the ſame throw down thyſelf from hence, 
45 And truſt thy FATHER's word and providenet; ; 760 
For it is written! in his word that be 94 N97 
Will give his angels charge concerning thee, 
To bear thee up; ſtill waiting thee upon, 
ELeſt thou ſhould daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone.“ 
But. JESUS ſaid, ( Tis written thus again (x), 765 
Thou ſhalt not tempt the LORD thy GOD in vain.“ ö N 
Thus Satan 's foil'd at laſt, and can't n. K 
Againſt the mighty Prince of Ifrael. 80 
Then, tempted: Soul! behold thy . LORD! 
et. his temptatieaꝶ help to thee afford _ 770 
When thou, art tempted: he o'ercame for thee; Mm 
Thou ſhalt at length in him victorious be. 
Take his whole armour, learn of him to wield 
The Spirit's ſword, and Faith's defenſive ſhield / ” ; 
Nec thou ſhalt be able to repell k ebnete; 
be ſtratagems and flery darts of Hell (2). | 
Thus JESUS enter'd/on his miniſtry - 
After a ꝑlorious fight and victory; 


(* Devt. vie13; „ Eph. vi. 3. \ 
( Deut. vi. 16. (z) Eph. vi. 111k 


e 

In the diſchatge whereof he underwent 
A thouſand koils:—himſelf he daily ſpent ; 
*In travelling abroad frem place to place, 


In publiſhing' the news of grace and peace; 1 p 
In lab'ring always, and in doing good, 55" 5 . 
Teaching and feeding of the multitude; | 5 _ 
Caſting out devils, raiſing the dead to life, Hy 7% 
Healing all ſickneſſes and ev'ry grief: _ 


He bore our ſickneſſes and miſeries, 

The contradictions of his enemies, 

The FA CHER's wrath and curſe, the pains of hell, 

| And was rejected by his Iſrael. | 790 
He never rode, ſave once, but up and down 1 

He walked ſtill a- foot from town to town, 

From hill to mountain, and from ſea to lea, 

Thro' all Judea's coaſts and Galilee ; 

Thro' all Samaria's borders far and near, 797 

Yea to the coaſts of Zidon and of Tyre (a). 

In thirſt and hunger, perils manifold; | 

In Summer's ſultry heat, and Winter's chilling cold. 

When he had taught and travell'd all the day, 

At night he had not where his head to lay; 800 

The vileſt beaſt bath holes, the ſmalleſt bird a neſt, 

But JESUS had no houſe wherein to reſt. 

He was oblig'd to others ev'n for bread, 

And for a couch whereon to reſt his head C5). 

O matchleſs leve !-—ſhould JESUS toil for hoy) 805 

Should he of riches thus denuded be ! 

Should he be hungry, ſhould he ſuffer need, 

Who doth all'men and other creatures feed ! 


% Matth. iv. 23, 24. Luke iv. 18. viii. 19. Luke xix. 35. 
Acts x. 38. Matth. xiv. 14-20, (Y) Matth. 20. Luke viii 


Heb, xij. 3. Gal. iii. 18. Matth. 33.— John iv. 3. 
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TRY | 
Should he be thirſty, who 's the living Spring -? 
bat ſends refreſhing ſtreams to ev'ry living thing, 310 

Should he be ſcroch'd with heat, or e ee cold! 

Should he be deſtitute of houſe and hold! f 
Who Summer's heat and Winter's cold did make, 
Who heaven and earth doth for poſſeſſion take. 

And ſhall I grudge to toil for him again ? 815 
If it may hofiour him, ſhall I diſdain | 
To walk on foot, to run from place to place, 

If I to others may commend his grace ? 

What tho' | want a houſe wherein to dwell ? 

So did the glorious King of Iſrael : 820 
What tho' 'm forc'd to take a borrow” d bed, 
Whereon 1 may repoſe my worthleſs head ; ; 

What tho'T am oblig'd to other men, 

And thankful if they will me entertain? 

This thought ſhould quiet to my heart afford 825 
„The Servant muſt not be above his Lord (r).“ 

Oh henceforth never let me make complaint 

For want of outward things ; let me not faint 
© Becaule of trials' ſtrength or multitude ; 

I have not yet reſiſted unto blood (4). 830 
Am | reproach'd ? ſo was my LORD before. 
Au ] deſpis'd ? he was contemned more. 

O could I learn of him, in ev'ry ſtate, 

His koly ſpotleſs life to imitate ; | 
And where [.cannot follow—to deplore 835 
My weaknels, and his holineſs adore. 

Of Grace's fulneſs all he was poſſeſt, 

All ſhining virtues center'd in his breaſt; 
The ſweeteſt meek neſs and hamility, | 
Tho greateſt odere, love, and clemeney; 94 


(e) Math. . 3 (00) Heb. ii. 4: 


( 


( 


5 tho' he could maintain his innocence. | 
e 


Tea, when deſerted, yet he ſtill abode 


His fervent love to GOD, and flaming zeal 


Y Matth. xxvii. 46. 


3 
Sa that the bruiſed reed he never break: 


Ner doth he. ever quench the ſmoa ling flax es 
He bore affronts with wond'rousÞpatience, 


acted faith on GOD, and did rely 947 
On him, without all doubtings, gonftantly. 


By faith unſhaken reſting on his GOD (J). 


Both for his FATHER's name; and Church's weal, 
Were eminent, and find no parallel. 851) 

That very night in which he was betray'd, ; 
He would not leaye his people without aid, 
But did appaint the bleſſed Sacrament | 3 
Of his Laſt Supper, for to repreſent 51 8355 
His death to them, and in his Church remain, — 
As a love- token, till he come again (g). 

He ſtraight from Supper to the Garden goes, 
To meet the Traitor and the bloody foes: 
His hour was come (), the combat was at hand, 866 
That he muſt fight Beelzebub's helliſh bands? 
The hour that he muſt bear his FA THE&ER's weethy 
And for his Ele& die and conquer Death. | 
His ſoul becomes exceeding ſorrowful, + - 
Is fore amaz'd, and is of anguiſh full; 865 
His holy nature ſhrinks with ſinleſs fear, | 
To ſee the loads of wrath he hath to bear: 
He trembles to behold the poiſon'd cup, 
Brim-full of terror, which he muſt drink up; 
And therefore prays, with mighty eries and tears, 37g 
To him that could preſerve him from his fears 


(e) Matth. xii. 20, Pſal. xxii. C Cor. xi« 23, 26. 
1-8. Matth. xxvii. 43. — (% John xiv. 81. 


t * 7 
„ FATHER !—all things are poſſible to theo. 
0 may this COT paſs from me _ 
& Or, if it may not thy glory ſtand, 


Then, FATHER dear! I am at thy e an 


& I've learn'd obedience, tho" I be a SON, 
& Not as I will, but as thou wilt, be done G) 
Thus thrice he pray'd, and till more earneſtly, 
And, being it a painful agony 
By reaſon of his ſorrows multitude 880 
While as he pray'd, he ſweat great drops of en 
In ſuch abundance, all his body round, 
That crimſon clots of blood did dy the ground. 
As in a garden Satan ruin'd man, | 
Soin a garden JESUS firſt began, es 
By this his bloody ſweat and agony, 
| To ranſom mankind into liberty. 

O all ye daughters of Jeruſalem 
By faith into this garden follow kim ; 


Draw nigh your wreſtling LORD, and here you'll ſee 


The marks of grief and love beyond degree. 89 
Oh! you bard hearted Sinners come, draw near, 
Who never yet could kindly ſhed a tear 
For all your great tranſgreſſions“ multitude, : 
He Hed a thouſand drops of richer blood 895 
To ranſom you, if you belong to bim: 
He drank a cup of wrath full to the brim, 
A ſea of wrath, ev'n what was due to all 
The great tranſpreſfions of his Iſrael. 

How could ye ſleep, oh Peter! James! and John! 900 
How could ye ſleep, while as the holy ONE 
Would have you watch with him . wle that be 


| Was, for ava ſakes, in ſuch an agony ? 


g 1 
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Mean time an — unto CHRIST appears, 
To ſtrengthen him, and to allay his fears. 
Lo! here's a wonder —he who angels made, 
Of tomfort from an angel ſtands in need! 
As GOD he needs it not, nor need it can, 
But only as a ſinleſs ſuff ring man. | 
The Traitor comes and brings the bloody band, 
With ſwords and ſtaves, by Cajaphas' command, 91 
To apprehend our Lord: he doth not fly, | 
Tho? well he might, but meets them willingly. 4 
Oue word of his doth make the wretches all, * 
Like dead or vanquiſh'd men, before him fall. gre 
Yet he reſiſts them not in any kind, | 
But freely ſuffers them his hands Nb 
Yet by his word he ſo reſtrains the foe, 
They 're forc'd to let his whole diſciples go: 
_ Ev'n thus, poor Soul! whil'ſt he is bound for thee, 920 
He doth procure thy laſting liberty. 

Thus he is left alone, his family | 
Forſake him all, and for their ſafety fly. 
He 's left of all amidſt his miſeries; | 
Yea, ev'n a forward Peter him denies. 929 
And lovely IEsus, the moſt glorious ONE, 
Laboriouſſy treads the wine · preſs alone. 

The wretched varlets led him ſtraight away 
To Cajaphas who calls, without delay, LU 
The Prieſts and Scribes, where CHRIST arraigned is, 
And, by ſuborning lying witneſſes, 931 | 
He is condemn'd of ſpeaking blaſphemy 1 4 
And loaded with reproach and infamy: 16 f | 
The very ſlaves, while CHRIST amidſt them flands, . 
In deep contempt do ſmite him with their hands. 936 
At break of day, the Prieſts and Elders all 

Do yep him out to Pilate's Jud Fraß 


Th 90 


© Behold the ſuff rings of your dying LORD 


Tbe laſting. whip makes one continued wound ! 
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And caſt far judgment on him inſtantly; 6 IE n * 5 


emanding that he will himcrucify, oO 


ilate examines him, and from the ith 9150 949 
He had of his' unſpotted Wanoben ee, 
Endeavours to releaſe and ſet him fiew; } | AE 


But all in vain, for nought will ſatisfy” 


The prieſt? and people's unrelenting wrath, > 


4p © 


Une the holy ES Us die the death. b 6k ONE + 
me then, ye Saint: Oh tome, with one cord, 


* * 
1 


Behold him ſcourg d how all his body round 
Behold him dreſſed with a purple- robe! : 
In high contempt amidft the wretched 157 
He hath no kingly ſeeptre, but a reed“! 
A thorny crown doth hurt his glorious head! 
ume, foll o hint along by faith, poor ſee | 15 
Him bear the heavy Croſs ts Calvar! !?!?! 955 
Look how the bloody murd'ring an bands 
Do rack and piefce, with nails, his feet and lau,! 
See how he 's hung 'twixt thieves, as if that be 

Wa the worſt malefactor bf the three a 

e how he hang aloft *twikt earth and heav a! iagh 
How bitter gall-and vinegar is giv'n! | 
Look how the precious blood, from ev'ry wound 
© Falling i in purple-{treams, doth. dy the ground! 

See how the Prieſts and Scribes do him deride, 

And, in contempt and ſcorn, do wag the head! 9646 


The Sun, as bluſhing, doth obſcure his Tight, 5 7 J Re 


With-bolds his rays, and turns the day to night! 4 
But yet a. darker night comes from above 3 


is gon from dying JESUS veils his love! * 1 


"Wick more accents his grief than all the woes gre. 
8 bore i from his malicious foes; 
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, That I thereby from death might ſaved be! 


Ee "7 + 


Which him to cry in bitter ſort doth wi 1 


My God, my God, why doſt thou me forſake !“! 7 4 


O!] was the bleſſed JESUS ſcourg d for me, 


That thro? his painful ſtripes I heal'd might be! 975 


Was he condemn'd that 1 might be abſolv'd! 
Were mine iniquities on him devolv'd !' 
Were theſe the nails that pierc'd his bleſſed hands, 
Agd tore his lovely feet '—were theſe the bang 
cords that bound him to the curſed tree! 980 


did he wear a crown of thorns, that [ 
Might wear a crown of gold eternally ! 
Was it my fin that caus'd him ſo to bleed! * 
Was it the ſpear that pierc'd his bleſſed fide! 98 ; 
Then ſhall I harkgur to my ſins afford, 
And hug the curſed luſts that kill'd my LORD! of, 
No: I will not—eld Lovers! then be gone 


| Out of my heart; let JESUS have the flirdtie—_— 


Defile his temple, grieve his Sp'rit na more; 999 


Give him his place: it grieves my heart full fore, 


That I ſhould have ſo long indulged you: 


And have deny'd my lovely LORD his due 


Oh ! did he die for me and ſhall not I, 

Indebted to his prace eternally, 995 
Live to his praiſe, and celebrate his fame, g 
And, while I being have, exalt his name? 

No fitter ſubje& can my thoughts employ, 6; 


No work can yield my heart more ſolid joy. 
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But ah! how ſhall I know he dy'd for me !-— 100 


That with his love I may affected be? 

Dy'd he for rebel-finners ?—Yes—he dy'd 
For ſuch as had him pierc'd and crucify'd ; 
For ſuch as hid their faces from their LORD, 


And would not him one kindly look afford! 1005. 
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